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i explored things that are often seen as surface damage and tried to use 
this to create a powerful image.

in the week before this i did research [in/to] all types, of what one 
would normally see as, mistakes and physical adjustments to film. These 

are collected in a research book, from which i took two adjustments  
that I continued developing; 

laser-cutting in film and enhancing the amount of dust grains.

the lasercutter burns material away which creates these super nice lines 
with round edges and bubbly spots.

the result that is created by enhancing the dust and the is difficult to  
understand exactly what you are looking at.  

this creates an atmospheric effect, which can be used as a soft quality 
in design. 



experiments to control and enchance the dust









EXPERIMENTS WITH THE LASERCUT ON A CLEAR FILM WITH A DUST BACKGROUND











scanned a lasercut print 
3 times, while in be-

tween cleaning the dust 
and adding new dust in 

between,  
in this way the pattern 
from the lasercut is  

exactly the same and the 
dust on the background 

changes



3 times the same print cut next to each other. 
in this way the dust in the background changes, but also the white 

shadows created by the burns of the lasercut are different 





tests with the 
thickness of the 
material settings 
on the lasercut-

ter.

0,75 mm

1,5 mm

3 mm



tests with 
different dust 



test with a print that is inspired by traveling with the speed of light. 
variating amounts of dust on two different lasercutting with the same 

print and same laser-cut settings.



1



2



test if using the print in a repetition, 
it loses its quality where you can see the detail of both the lasercut 

and the dust



print 1 (big) 
made the same lasercut twice to test how different the two are (and to 

have a back-up) 



print 1 (big) 
they look very similar, but they have small differences in the cuts and 

have diferent burned spots.



print 1 (1)
lasercut a detail of print 1 to create a more detailed print



print 1 (2)
they look very similar, but they have small differences in the cuts and 

have diferent burned spots.



23%

49%

test with the powerset-
tings on the lasercutter. 
the same print with 4 
different power percent-
age. 
23% is standard for the 
material i use pet-film



75,4%

100%

there are definite-
ly differences. the 
higher the power 
the more burn marks 
there are on the 
plastic sheet and 
the final print.



removed some parts of the pattern to create more space for the dust. 
this works well the focus moves easier from the laser cut pattern to the 
background.
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details. 



zoomed in details of the prints
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test with different dust background
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